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UNITED NATIONALS COUNTRYLESS CHILDREN (UNCC)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Child Protection Referral Letter – Early Pregnancy Case
UNCC Registration No: 9044
Permit No: 1435
Email: operation@unccs.org | director@unccs.org
Head Office: Arua – Terego District, Uganda
Date: ___________________
CONFIDENTIAL – CHILD PROTECTION REFERRAL
To:
· District Probation & Social Welfare Officer
· Uganda Police Force – Child and Family Protection Unit
· Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development
· Ministry of Education and Sports
· Ministry of Health (Adolescent & Reproductive Health Services)
· Local Council Child Protection Committee
· UNHCR / Child Protection Partners (where applicable)
· School Administration (If enrolled)
· Partner Child Protection Organisations
RE: CHILD PROTECTION REFERRAL – EARLY PREGNANCY INVOLVING A MINOR (AGE 14)
United Nationals Countryless Children (UNCC) hereby submits this confidential child protection referral regarding a 14-year-old female child whose pregnancy has been identified through community monitoring and safeguarding intervention.
This referral is issued in accordance with:
· The Children Act of Uganda which requires protection of children from abuse, neglect and harmful practices. 
· Uganda Penal Code provisions on defilement, which criminalize sexual acts with persons under 18 years. 
· The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
· The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
· UNHCR Protection and GBV referral guidelines for humanitarian settings. 
Under Ugandan law, sexual intercourse with a child under 18 constitutes the offence of defilement, regardless of consent, and must be reported to relevant authorities for protection and investigation. 
1. Child Information (Limited for Confidentiality)
Name: __________________________
Age: ----------------------------  Years
Gender:			 Female
Current Location: __________________
School (if applicable): __________________
Note: Full identifying details are protected and only shared with authorised child protection authorities.
2. Nature of Referral
UNCC has identified that the child is pregnant at the age of 14, which raises immediate child protection and safeguarding concerns including:
· Possible sexual abuse / defilement
· Health risks related to early pregnancy
· Risk of school dropout
· Risk of social stigma and exploitation
· Need for psychosocial and medical support
Early pregnancy among children is widely associated with sexual violence, exploitation or coercion, and therefore requires a multi-sectoral response including legal protection, health services and social support.
3. Immediate Child Protection Actions by UNCC
Upon identification of the case, UNCC has taken the following initial safeguarding steps:
1. Confidential interview with the child conducted by trained safeguarding personnel.
2. Safety assessment to ensure the child is protected from further harm.
3. Medical referral preparation for pregnancy assessment and health care.
4. Psychosocial support consultation initiated.
5. Preparation of referral pathway to appropriate government and protection stakeholders.
All actions have been conducted following survivor-centred and child-sensitive humanitarian standards, which prioritize the safety, dignity, and best interests of the child.
4. Referral Objectives
The purpose of this referral is to ensure:
· Immediate medical assessment and care
· Psychosocial support services
· Legal protection and investigation where necessary
· Education continuity or reintegration support
· Community protection and monitoring
· Prevention of further exploitation or abuse
5. Recommended Multi-Sectoral Response
UNCC recommends coordinated support involving the following stakeholders:
Health Services
· Pregnancy assessment and antenatal care
· Screening for sexually transmitted infections
· Mental health support
· Adolescent reproductive health services
Child Protection Authorities
· Investigation under defilement provisions
· Safety monitoring
· Case management by Probation & Social Welfare Officer
Education Authorities
· Protection of the child’s right to education
· Reintegration or alternative education support
Police – Child and Family Protection Unit
· Investigation of suspected sexual offence
· Protection of the child from intimidation or retaliation
Humanitarian Agencies / NGOs
· Psychosocial counselling
· Protection monitoring
· Community safeguarding awareness
6. UNCC Child Protection Intervention
UNCC will continue to provide:
· Case monitoring and follow-up
· Psychosocial support referrals
· Family and community mediation where appropriate
· Advocacy for the best interests of the child
All interventions will follow humanitarian child protection principles, ensuring that the child’s dignity, safety, and rights remain the highest priority.
7. Confidentiality & Child Privacy Notice
This document contains sensitive child protection information and must be handled in accordance with child safeguarding policies and confidentiality standards.
· The identity of the child must not be disclosed publicly.
· Information may only be shared with authorized child protection stakeholders.
· Any misuse of the information may constitute a violation of child protection laws.
8. Disclaimer
This referral does not assign guilt or criminal responsibility.
Its purpose is solely to protect the child and initiate appropriate safeguarding interventions.
All investigations remain the responsibility of the relevant authorities under Ugandan law.


9. Issued By
United Nationals Countryless Children (UNCC)
Child Protection and Safeguarding Unit
Name: ______________________________

Position: ___________________________

Signature: __________________________
Witnessed by: 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
UNCC acknowledges the people who are the traditional custodians of the land ,and pays respect to the Elders, past, present, & emerging, and extends that respect to other people of Maracha to Arua, Terego to Odup peoples.  UNCC Regional office:  Makogine, Garissa Road, Nairobi Kenya |
www.uncc.agency | +61730502051 Selected option 4, and record a voice mail our team will be in touch with you as soon as possible |+254715177103
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