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[bookmark: _GoBack]Child Protection Emergency Custody & Safety Policy
(Temporary Protective Care for At-Risk Children)
UNCC Registration No: 9044
Permit No: 1435
1. Purpose of the Policy
The purpose of this policy is to establish a safe and lawful framework for United Nationals Countryless Children (UNCC) to provide temporary protective custody and safeguarding support for a child who is at immediate risk of harm, stigma, exploitation, or violation of privacy.
This policy applies in cases where a child’s safety, dignity, and confidentiality cannot be guaranteed within their current environment, and where immediate intervention is required to protect the best interests of the child.
2. Legal and Policy Framework
· UNCC actions under this policy are guided by:The Children Act of Uganda
· Uganda Child Protection Guidelines
· African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
· UNHCR Child Protection and Safeguarding Standards
· Humanitarian Principles of Best Interest of the Child
Under these frameworks, the safety and wellbeing of the child must always be the primary consideration in all decisions affecting children.
3. Circumstances Requiring Protective Custody
UNCC may initiate temporary protective custody measures when a child faces significant risk, including but not limited to:
· Exposure to public stigma or discrimination
· Breach of the child’s confidentiality and privacy
· Risk of exploitation, abuse, or intimidation
· Family or community pressure that threatens the child’s wellbeing
· Situations involving early pregnancy or sexual exploitation
· Risk of psychological harm or public exposure
Protective custody is considered a temporary safeguarding intervention, not a permanent removal of parental responsibility.
4. Temporary Protective Care Measures
When a child is identified as being at risk, UNCC may take the following protective actions:
· Provide temporary safe accommodation through approved protection partners
· Ensure the child’s identity and case information remain confidential
· Facilitate medical care and health services
· Provide psychosocial counselling and emotional support
· Coordinate legal protection referrals where necessary
· Ensure access to education continuity or reintegration
All actions will be documented under UNCC Safeguarding Case Management Procedures.
5. Coordination With Authorities and Partners
UNCC will immediately coordinate with relevant child protection stakeholders, including:
· District Probation and Social Welfare Officer
· Uganda Police Child and Family Protection Unit
· Local Council Child Protection Committee
· Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development
· Health Services and Medical Facilities
· School Administration
· UNHCR or humanitarian partners (where applicable)
These stakeholders ensure that the child receives legal protection, health support, and appropriate case management.
6. Confidentiality and Privacy Protection
All cases managed under this policy must respect strict confidentiality protocols.
· The identity of the child must not be publicly disclosed.
· Information is shared only with authorised protection authorities.
· Public exposure of the child is strictly prohibited.
These measures prevent stigma, discrimination, and psychological harm.
7. Family Engagement and Reintegration
Where safe and appropriate, UNCC will engage with the child’s parents or guardians to ensure:
Understanding of the child protection concerns
Cooperation with protection authorities
Development of a safe reintegration plan
The goal of protective custody is always to ensure that the child can safely return to family or community care where appropriate.
8. Education Continuity
UNCC prioritizes continuation of the child’s education as part of the protection process.
The organization will work with schools and education authorities to ensure that:
· The child’s right to education is protected
· Stigma or discrimination is prevented
· Appropriate school reintegration support is provided.
9. Duration of Protective Custody
Temporary protective custody will remain in place only for the time required to ensure the child’s safety and protection.
All custody arrangements must be reviewed in coordination with child protection authorities and social welfare officers.
10. UNCC Commitment
United Nationals Countryless Children (UNCC) is committed to protecting the rights, dignity, safety, and future of every child.
All actions taken under this policy are guided by the principle that:
“The best interests of the child must always come first.”
Name of Guardian:                                                    Date: ---------------------------Signature-----------------
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